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T H E 
PRE F ACE. 


hae for Two Years paſt, I have been 
= Preaching on the Dottrine of the TRI- 

_— NIiTY, amd endequourth? to open, 

clear, and vindicate the ſeveral Texts 

* of Scripture in which it 35 aſſerted 

and illuſtyated, in as Publick a Lecture as any we 

bave among us. It need not I think be ſurprigins F 
to any, that I ſhould take a little Time to ts | 
theſe Diſcourſes, before I fend them to the Preſs, for 
which I from the firſt deſignd them. | 


IF IT had not been perſwaded that I had Rea- 
fon to hope, there were ſome good Ends might be 
anſmerd, by publiſhing this which was the laſt of 
them all, before the reſt, J had forborn it. If I 
uld therein prove miſtaken, I have ſhewn my Good- - 
will, and the Damage is not great. But if the Cauſe 
of Love, which I muſt own is (and I hope ever will 
be) as dear to me as that of Truth, be but thereby 
promoted, IT hall think it well worth my while. The 
porld ſeems fick, of angry Reflections, and to me it 
appears no unpromiſing Symptom that rbey are ſo. For 
hte Reaſon, as well as becauſe of my own Averſion 
a Thing of that Nature, I have carefully' avoid- 
E A 2 ea 
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Tbe PRETAcx - 


ed what I thought might or could diſpuſt.: 1 beartily 


Love all my Brethren; and tho I have ſtudiouſiy en- 
deavourd to have no Concern in the late Heats amon 5 | 


em, which haue made ſo much Noiſe, yet I mg 
| 3 concurr'd with 4 Number of them, in 4 


Letter o ſome Worthy B rethren in Ireland, in 
Augtift 14 one Paſſage in which i: ſo; agreeable. 
to the Purpore of the Diſcourſe now publiſp d, that I 


think it may not be amiſs to tranſcribe it here, It 


was in thefe Words: 


* FOR our Part, the we muſt leave it to par- 
* ticular, Perſons to anſwer for their own Co ut, 
% jet we hope we Can truly ſay, that the Zeal that 
* has appeard among us, for ict Orthodoxy or 
© one Hand, and hriſtian Liberry on the other, 
* has. not occaſion d ſo great a Diſtance, but that 
while on each Hand we have done what we thought 
was moſt for the Common Intereſt, we have hear- 
e tily wiſhd well to thoſe of different Sentiments, 
nd are ſtill diſposd to promote each others Uſe- 
fulneſs. For it is our aim, according to; St. Paul's 
Direction nnd Example, as far as we have al. 
'© ready attain'd, to walk by the ſame. Rute; and 
102 kr] the ſz ſame Things; and if in any. Thing 
85 any Brethren are — minded „ + we live 
\ in hope that God ſhall reveal even this unto 
. them. 


_— 


« 


May the Gop of Truth; and Peace, god 
Love, cheriſh and ſtren then, improve and 


ſpread this Temper, and let all the People 
tay, Amen, | 


768 el 
BR. Re 
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— Speaking. the Truth in 
Le. 


I. Paul che Apoftle was a great ad. 
A mirer of Peace and Love, as we 


| 9s: 


N 4 MK as of Truth. Next to Goſpel-Holi- | 


94 


ness, 1 know of no one Thing which 

he more ſtudicuſly inculcates upon: 3 
— all Occaſions, than che keeping of © the 4 

Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. This he 

earneſtly" recomends in che beginning of this Chap- | 

ter, jointly with Lowlineſs, and Meckneſs,” Long-ſuf- Ver. 2, 2 

fering, and à loving Forbearance. And having orice 

touch'd on the Subject, was fot eaſy to him to 

divert. He goes on to take Notice of 4 ſevenfold 

\Unity;' wiel one would think mighit bo fafficient'to 


keep all Chriſtians cloſe together, and engage chem 
to love one "another. © There 5s, ſays he, one Body, Ver 
© and one Spirit, one Hape of our Calling, one Lord, 6. 


4, 5. 


ene Faith one Baptiſm, '' and ons God and Father bf 


e How: chen can \ Chriſtians he any other thin 


2 | . B Ab 


Turk and Love. 


at Ugity among themſelves! We may ſafely ſay; 
they could not fail of this, if their Practices did 
bur, Anſwer their Principles. He afterwards faſtens 
„ particularly upon the Unity of the Faith. This he 
repreſents as the End and Defign of the Inſtitution 
and. Contitmance of a Goſpel Miniſtry, and one of 
the mot proper Means of promoting that Steadi. 
bel wt ſhould be aim d ar, by all that have any 
ate för the Credt t of Religion, or their own 
Peace. And then follows the Clauſe I propoſe to 
take into Conſideration; in which a Motion is made, 
which conſidering fein when % comes, ought to 
have the Force of a Command with us, about 
ſpeaking, v the Truth in Love, which inſtead of at all 
weakning, or ſlurring, would by Experience be 
found, to add not a little to the Strength and 
Beauty of that Truth, which it muſt be own'd, has 
an. heavenly Riſe and Original. ... ..-mmmmndonnms 
* r has been the Opinion of ſome, that it ws 
the Intention of the Apoſtle by this Motion of hig, 
to recommend Sincerity; and to &ir upg* where 
we pretend Love and Affection, ro take Cars that 
== xii. ĩt. wit haut Diſſi mulation, as be elſerrhere ad- 
moniſnes: And nor: to love in Word, or Tengue on- 
1 John 
365 os, Vo but i in Dced' a in Truth, as another Apoſtle 
A4 2 \ has-expreſs'd it. But the Connexion Points us 
here to Docbeinal Truth, in which it is a moſt 
deſſrable Thing we. ſhould all be ſo ſettled, as 
not to be liable co be toſs d about with every Sug- 
eſtion as a puff ef Wind, or ſhaken with every 
-blaſt from fuch ag fall into Miſtakes theanſelves, 
Ver. 74. and ſometimes tix in walt to deceiue their Neigb- 
hours. And in his. Senſe, Love will much rather 
be an lelp.than an Mindrance to u. The more, 
careful we are tb join Track and Lovrctogethor, 
22 | 4 the 


Ti KOTH Md LV E. 


che firnier will be our Sentlemebt, And che i 
remarkable” dur 'Growrh ; the more Honour will 


Althighry'G'b p have from ug, and the more ial 
we Tredir our Holy Profeſſion. wha FERENT 


. p * 11 - > ' HE 
* 4 ” 4 of 


: 1 


80 hat! it may not t be improper, for ws, here 


Aiftinly to con der, bn | avs 
397781 } ' GAY I 
1 Tas Truth we are to "Hate in, Leck, and 


. adliere_ to; n 
II. Tu E Love in which we are to ny tis 
: Truth; 85 | 
If. Tax Motives that mould n ie us carefy 
1 maintain this Love ; 5 and, 
* FFH 
IV. Taz Conſtteney of hearty Love, 'with that 


Zeal for Truth, which 18 ee recom· 
mended as our . 


I. I begin with chat Truth which we ary? neue 
in, ſpeak, and adhere to: As ro which, Thanks be 


to Gab, we have no Reaſon to complain ye are left 


in Uncertainty, We have a ſufficient Directory, 


and know where to find | It, Pilate in a bantering Joh. xviii. 


Way, enquir d what is Truth? Ee ask d it of One 38. 
that was very able to anſwer his Queſtion ; but 
he did not ſtay for an Anſwer: Which ſhew'd, 
either. thar he was Very indifferent about ir, or too 
much in haſte; or elſe chought it a vain Thing to 
ſearch after ir. Bur Truth in Reali ity is a moſt 
noble Thing, It is well worth waiting and taking 
Pains for, and ſearching after with great Diligence; 
Ad ir will amply Reward our Pains f we do bur 
52 fing 


Ads xxvi. 
85. 


Ver. 21. 


TRurn and Loyn! 


find it, It was the great End of CRRAIS I in 


coming into the World to bear V5 eneſs unto. it, 
and make it known: And ir is the main Deſign 
of Revelation to ſet it before us, and communi- 
cate it to us with Advantage. The Apoſtles of 

our, Bleſſed Saviour ſpake forth the Words ef 
Truth. What they deliver'd to the World for 
Truth, was communicated to them from above; 
and they - made a faithful Report. Without all 
doubt it is reveal'd Truth that 18 here intended, 
which goes much farther in Divine Things than 
the, meer Lighr of Nature could ever have carry'd 
us. It comprehends the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, 
and particularly, that Doctrine concerning the one 
SP.LRIT, one LogD, and one Gop, that is 


raken Notice of in the beginning of this Chapter, 


upon which Doctrine I have given you ſo many Diſ- 
courſes, in the Courſe of this Lectnce. Common 
Truth is valuable in its Place, and deſerves Eſteem: 
But we are here pointed to the Truth, as it in 
Feſus. From him it came, and in him it centers. 
In the grand Concern of Religion, - we -have nox to 
do with Truth of Man's deviſing, bur of God's 
diſcovering, 3 for he 1s the Gop of Truth. | 
TuIS Truth, we are firſt to receive and learn, 
and then to ſpeak and publiſh, declare and pro- 


2 pagate, - We are to receive it as it is deliver 'd, 


2 Tim, 1 ii. 
A. 

2 Tim. i . 
| 3* 


and ſpeak ir as it is communicated: And the 


nearer, we keep to the Terms in which it 1s deli- 

erd, we are ſo much the ſafer. Having it com- 
hf to us, we ſhould reckon it a great Truſt : 
And it highly concerns not only. Miniſters, bur all 
the. People of Gon to be found Faithful.” We 
mould keep ir entire without changing or alte- 


A ic. ; Holding faſt the Farm f Jepnd Wards | 
Wh We 


1 


We are 3 to adhere to it, pong ſlight i it, 
to ſtand up for it whenevep it is aſſaulted. or op- 
pox'd, and as far as we are able to clear it when 
ir. is obſcurd. We are not to part with it, or let 
it go at any Rate. We muſt keep the Truth of 
Enkisz's. Doctrine juſt as it was deliver'd roche 
Church by his A poſtles, and as it is contain'd in 
the ſacred Records, from whence (rather than 
from humane Gloſſes, Comments, and Expoſitions, 
how juſt and valuable ſoever) we arg to take and 
collect it for our own Uſe. We muſt adhere to 
it, whatever we may ſuffer, and whatever our ſo 
doing may expoſe us to. And if we corrupt or miſ- 
repreſent .; ir, betray or loſe it upon any Terms, we 
are accountable ro. the Judge of all another Day. 
Tas more valuable we find this Golpel- 
Truth to be, che more Reaſon ſhall we diſcern 
we have to be very thankful, chat ſuch diſtinct 
iſcoveries are made of it to uss as well as to 
thoſe who immediately ſate quer the Preaching 
of CHRIS and his Apoſtles : And that it has 
been handed down to us. attended with ſuch an 
Evidence of its Divinity, and in fo great Purity, 
and ſuch a Freedom om adulterating Mixtures. 
We ſhould count ir a mighty Happineſs, chat in 


che moſt Capital Matters we are not left in any 


diſtracting Uncertainry, bur have Li ghr ſufficient 
to, guide us in our Aﬀections and Morions. This 
is a Privilege that it þecomes us highly to prize, 
and carefully to Improve. Tis this Truth that is 
che Treaſure hid in the Field; che Pearl of great 
Pri ice, which cannot be bought too dear. We 
ſhould f in all proper Ways expreſs our Value for 
it, and take care to walk anſwerably. We ſhould 


_ 
* A 
"if 


Mat. xii⸗ 
44, 45 


& ead the Choughtys of belding it in Unrighteouſneſt Rom. 


And 


18. F 


- wx. wa. 
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10 


in adhering to, and defending i it; or thar differ 
from us as to the proper Ways and Methods of 


Pleſea S Avro i poſatve in his Declaration, 


 Taurn and Lovs. 


And next to that, I Knew of no one Thing of 
which we have more Reaſon to be fearful; thari 
the holding it in Uncharitableneſs : From wv: | 
bar v we may be r * 155 e 


II. In the cod Place conſider the "Ev 7h 
which we are to ſpeak this Truth, or with which 
our Adherence to it ſhould be accompany'd. It 
highly becomes us, and much concerns us to 
ſpeak the Truth in Love. We ſhould do it in ſuch 
a Way as may teſtify and expreſs both our Love 
ro Gov, and our Fellow. Creatures. 

We are to hold Goſpel-Truth in the Love t | 


G O D, remembring that it Is the natural and avow- 
ed Deſign. of it, ro inflame and maintain the Love 
of Gov in our Hearts, without which tis alto- 


gether incapable of doing us Service. And tr 
ſhould herein quicken our Care, that we are ſo 
. exprefily told, Thar if any Man love God, the ſame | 
is known of Him: i. e. ſo known of Him, as to be 
approv'd. by Him, | 

Wx are alſo to hold Gospel Truth in the Love 


of our Fellow - Creatures; ; and that both thoſe of 


them that know and own the ſame Truth jointly 
with us, and thoſe chat either know it not, or 
know and own it but in part; thar demur about 
it, and cannot be prevaibd with to Join with us 


ſupporting it. 

Art agree, That we are in Duty bound, to 
hold and adhere to che Truth of the Goſpel, in 
the Love of ſuch Brethren as hold the Gme Truth 
jointly with us, and intixely concur” therein. _ 


b 


Taufn and Love. 11 


By this” ſhall all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, John xiir· 
if ye have love one to another, and liath ſo direct- 35 
ly teſerr d to rhis as a Proof and Evidence that 8 
Perſons are true Chriſtians, that there is no Roni: 
for a Demurr about it, as underſtood with ſuch a 
Limitation.” And it were well if this was bur 

conſiderd as it ought, that We might fee 

Brotherly Love abound more among thoſe who 
without any diſcernible Diverſity of Sentiments ad- 

here to the ſame Truth, as it has been deliver'd 
to the Saints, and that its being expreſs'd in all 
proper and becoming Ways might fall ner a more 
general Obſervation. 

Bur chen, this is far from being a that is 
requiſite, in order to the fulflling the” Rojo! Law Jami. 9. 
ef Love. For there is a Love alſo that is due to 
thoſe to whom Goſpel· Truth is not made known. 

Even they that continue in Darkneſs and Ignorance, 
. onghr to be Objects of our Love, on Account of 
- their partaking of the fame Nature with us, toge- 
ther with its noble Powers and Capacities. We 
ſhould eſteem any Thing in em chat is truly va- 
| hiable, beware of running em dowh, betauſe they 
have; nor been ſo priviledg'd as we; and we oughr 
to love them to that Degtee, as to do all char in 
us lies, in order to their being Sharers in che ſame 
Happineſs with us; by their coming to the Know- 
. ledge of the Truth. This is not a Thing indiffe- 
rent, but Matter of plain Duty; and Tm afraid 
there are many that have much o auler A for 
» their n neglecting M* 9 
1 Turk is alſo a Ahe aiar is abe to thoſe * 294 
. lo tho chey want not che Means of Knowledge, 
* but have them i common with us, yet are not 
i ts be prevatſe wick tö geknowledge the Trunk 
y . They 


* A2 
12 


e 
x * 
3 {307 


aTim. iv. 
4 
2Tim. iii. 


thn VT 7 . 4 > 
Turf and Love: 
They ſtand off, and demurr about it; they receive 
it but in Part, and in Part, oppoſe it. They turn 


away their Ears from it; nay, they refiſt. it : They 
draw new Schemes different from the Account the 


Scripture gives of it: And while tis they them- 
ſelves that are guilty of Miſtakes, they inveigh 4- 
- gainſt thoſe as erroneous, that adhere : to the 
Truth as it is laid down in the Word of Gov. 
 Anp yet much leſs are thoſe to be excluded 


from our Brotherly Love, who firmly adhere ro 


the Subſtance of the ſame Truth with us, while 


vet they may differ about ſome particular Words, 


Phraſes, and Expreſſions, which have been com- 
monly us d. by thoſe that have appear'd moſt zea- 


lous in the Defence of it; or may not be in the 
fame Sentiments as to the Ways and Methods by 


which this Truth would be beſt publiſ d, rer. 
ted, and defended. 


THERE have been and are ſome. ready t to grant. 


that Love is due to thoſe tliat adhere to Goſpel- 


Truth, all ſuch being Members of the ſame Body, 


Luke x. 


'there.maſt be a Lore due rd rhe moſt erroneous, 
in the moſt Capital Branches of Reyeal'd Trurh- 


ri V4 ys 


that have been and are for pleading againſt any 
Obligation to Love ſuch as they apprehend- either 
betray che Truth by weakning it, or openly deny 
and diſown "og But .merhinks when ' Gop has 


requir'd us to love our very Enemies, it is plain 


3H Enemies are not excepted,” neither are che er- 


roneous, and miſtaken. And our Bleſſed Saviobn 
* Parable of rhe Poor Man who was reliev d 


by che Samaritan, upon his finding him in that de- 

Plorable Condition, 1 in which he was left by che 
Thieves in his Way from Teruſalem to Fericho, 
. teaches us plainly, that el woe. chat in any Re- 


* 


T nur and Lovx. 


ſpect needs our Regard, or comes within our 
Reach, is to be look d upon as our Neighbour, 


and lov'd accordingly. A Samaritan was counted 
a Heretick by the Jews, and yet was commended 
for his Charity: Iſraektes: therefore, who might 
well be expected to do more than others, cou. d 
not be excus'd if they were uncharitable; and 
from Chriftiins, a yet more large and exten - 
hye _ Charity may well he look'd for, han from 
any that liv'd before chein- 

Wu x all indeed among thoſe that Solo 
themſelves Chriſtians, Speak the ſame Things, . and 
there are no Diviſions, hut Perſons are perfectly 
join d rogerber in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame 
Judgment, it is an eaſy and delightful Thing to love: 
But tho' it is more difficult to love when there is 


commendable, or the leſs bound upon us as a 
Duty. But then the Query will be this, and a 
neceſſary Query it is, What Sort of Love is due 
from us, while we adhere to and ſtand up for 
the Truth of rhe Goff el in the Eſſentials: of ui 
Kianiry, (and particularly with-reſpect to the Do- 


ctrine of the TRINIT V) towards ſuch as differ 
from us in their Sentiments, or Conduct, in ſome 


1 Cor, 1 1. 


10. 


the Reverſe of all this, yer is it not a Iot the leſs 


Things in which Truth may appear concern d; and 


towards ſuch alſo as heſitate about the Tea or 
even deny and oppoſe. it ? And in what Way ay 
Love toſ ſuch is to be expreſs d? 
Now I cannot conceive a better Method to 
diſcover how Love ſhould ſhew itſelf either in 


the one, or the other of theſe Caſes, than by ha- 


ving Recourſe to that large and diſtict Account 


which St. Paul has given of the genuine Workings 
of Chriſtian Charity or Love, in one of hie Epi- 
£ 


Ales 


13 


0 8 


Wo - 


Luke ix. 
54. 


Truth und Lov. 


ſtles to the Corinthians, which will furniſh us with 
an admirable, and I think unexceptionable Anſwer 
to the Queſtion propos'd. "I true, there may be 
certain inforcing Circumſtances which may ſome- 
times oblige to heighten Love, and carry it to a 
farther Pitch, than it can be pretended is neceſſary 
in all: Caſes, without any Variation; but where- 
ever Love is really due, thoſe which the Apoſtle 
mentions in his noble Deſcription of this Grace, 
are the Ways in which it is to be expreſs'd. T'lt 
go over the Deſcription Article by Article. And, 

1. Taz Apoſtle after the preferring Charity or 
Love to any Gifts, how excellent ſoever, ſays, it 


ſuffereth long : ust DUH. Tho' it may conſiſt 


with being affected with Provocations that have been 
undeſerv'd, it yet inclines to Patience and 'Equa- 
nimity under them. Where Perſons therefore act 
as influenc'd by Chriſtian Love towards thoſe that 
differ from them about the great Truths of the 
Goſpel, they'l bear with Injuries and Affronts from 
them, without being haſty ro return them. They 
wont lie upon the Catch ro take Advantages a- 
gainſt them. Inftead of being haſty of Spirit, 

breathing forth Ruin and Slaughter againſt Gain-' 
fayers, and with the Diſciples preſently calling for 
Fire down from Heaven to conſume them ; they! 
Wait pariently for their Amendment , * es them 
Time to bethink themſelves, try all the Arts and 
Methods of Kindneſs and Good-will and thereby 
Thew they are not inclin 'd to puſh Things to Ex. 
rremiry againſt em. They are able ro bear be- 
ing itt us'd, and the being reckon'd to be become 
Enemies, 6 they tell the Truth. They'l be 


ready to put up Wrongs, and paſs ober Tranſpreſ- 


fins. And tho fome may think this a Weaknefs 


in 


Txurn und Love. 
in them, and a Piece of Stupidity, yet Sotomon 
repreſents it as their Glory, They't not eaſily con- 
ceive a Diſpleaſure againſt thoſe whom they have 


* Co E, 
* 
* 
| | 


to do with. They'l be flow te Wrathz and not Jam. i. 19. 


eaſily offended or incens d. They will nor ſtrives 
but be gentle unto all Men, apt to teach, patient, 
in Meekeeſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves. 
And this is a truly noble Inſtance of Love, and 
ſuch an Expreſſion of it as is owing to Truth, 
and the GOD of Truth, and the Dignity of ha- 
mane Nature. 

2. CuARITv, ſays St. Paul, Is kind. Tis 


tis; full of Benigniry. They therefore that 
hold the Truth of the Goſpel in Love, will ſhew 


themſelves tractable, + affable and courteous. Inſtead 


of being ſoure and ſullen, waſpiſh and churliſh to ſuch 
as differ from them, and perhaps oppoſe and cen- 


ſure them, they l treat them with Gentleneſs and 


Candour: And tho they, wont upon any Ac- 
count part with the leaſt Article of Truth ro 
gratify them, yet will they carry it ſo as to mani- 
feſt, that jr is pure Conſcience, chat therein is their 
Hindrance, They'l be ready to do them any real 
Good in all Ways chat are within their Reach; 3 


2 Tim. ut 
24z 25 


ON 


and their whole Behaviour towards them will ſhew 
that they really wiſh, them well, notwithſtanding 


they are oblig'd to differ from them. | They'l re: 
member that they are to increaſe and abound in 
Love, not only one towards another, but towards all 7. 
Men. And therefore will be tender and compaſ- 
ſionate, do Good for Evil, and endeavour to over- 
come Evil wi th Good ; which 18 truly Divine and 
God. like. They will not be peeviſh and froward 
but gentle. Inſtead of inſulting they truly pity ſuch 
as wander from the Truth, and heartily pray for 


= W | them, 
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xiii. 


4 


them. They perhaps in the mean Time may be 


TRurif and Love, 


ſo fix d in their own Notions and Ways, as not 
to think they need any Compaſſion, and may be 


apt to ſlight the Kindneſs that is intended to be 
this Way expreſs'd : But this will not hinder ſuch 
as ſpeak the Truth in Love, from this Way ſigni- 

fying how kindly they are diſpos'd towards them. 
Where they differ from any the moſt widely, they'l 


not treat them roughly, or haſtily charge them 
with Fundamental Errors. They, will not do it, 
unleſs they are forc'd to it, by the higheſt Evi; 
dence of the Truth and Neceſſity of the Things 
which have a fireſs laid upon them, and by plain 
Scripture. 

3. CuARIT y fays the Apoſtle, hah not: d 
Cue. He that holds the Truth in Love, grudges 
not even thoſe that moſt differ from him any Ad- 
vantages with which they are favour'd, nor is he 
in the leaſt diſguſted with their proſpery. He is 
well pleas d with the Benefits and Bleſſings chat are 
conferr'd upon them; and wiſhes the continuance 
of them, in Conjundtion with Hearts, ro make a 


good uſe of them. He reckons not their Repura- 


tion, Applauſe and Advancement, to be to his 
Diminution. And ſo far is he from a deſire of 
building upon their Ruins, that he takes part in 


their Happineſs ; and will rather add to them, than 
leſſen and take from them. 


% 4. Sz. Pay adds, That Charity vaunteth not ieſelf; 
rege feberat: and is not puſfed up; d quoriTele 
I is nor raſh and inſolent, haughty and ſupercilious. 
They chat hold the Truth of Go D in Love, wont 


be forward to ſer up themſelv es as Standards for the 
reſt of Mankind, reckoning themſelves ſlighted or 
abus'd 7 their Deciſions be not allow'd to paſs for 


: Oracles: : 


| „„ TT”. „ 

Oracles: Nor will they ſwell in their own Eſteem 

becauſe they are in the right, nor deſpiſe others 

on the account of their being in the wrong. They 

wont carry it as if they were the only wiſe Men in 

the World, and others were bound to take their 
Notions and Meaſures from them, and diſparag'd 

them if they did not entirely fall! in with them: 

Bur chey'l be lowly- minded; ſer a due Value upon _ xXiL. 
the Abilities of others, and Hake care not to think 3 
of themſelves more highly than they ought to think. 
They'l put on Bowels of Mercies, and Humbleneſs of 


Mind. They! neither magnify themſelves, nor run 
down others with Contempt and Scorn, nor any way 


give them unneceſſary Diſturbance,” nor defire or 
ſeek, to hinder their Uſefulneſs. 


5. Cuanirty, ſays the Apoſtle, doth not behave 1 Cor. 
itſelf unſeemly ; «x &5ynporg : It does not run into xiii. 5 
Indecencies, either in Language or Carriage. They 
that ſpeak the Truth in Love, when they are oppos'd, 
will not break our into injurious Reflections, or un 
becoming Paſſions. They'l carefully avoid Rude- 
neſs, and contumelious Behaviour, abuſive Lan- 
guage, and diſgraceful Treatment, of choſe for 
whoſe Sentiments they have the greateſt Averſion. 
They'l debate Matters coolly, and reaſon calmly, 
and more conſider what is ſpoken, than who is 


the Speaker. They'l cloſely think of, and ſtudy Phil. iv. 


whatſoever Things are lovely. They wont diſgrace 8. 
the Perſons of thoſe. whoſe Sentiments they moſt 


diſlike. And tho' they. may argue with them upon 


Col. iü⸗ ” 


I 2s 


- the Conſequences of their avow'd and declar "I No- ; 
tions, in order to their Conviction, yet they wont 


pretend chat they are chargeable with them, if they 
_ poſitively diſown them, and declare their Abhor- 


| Fence of them, This is a Sort of Treatment which 
15 74 e hey 


they d b illing to have others do ſo by them, 


an Height as they that ſnould loſe rhe: Command 


TxuTH and Love. 
they will no more give to others, than they could 
be able to bear it from others without reckon; 
ing chemſelves hardly us d. They wont at every 
Turn give People of different Sentiments from them 
the Title of Hereticks, which is provoking, and ra- 
cher tends to inflame Mens Paſſions, than convince 


their Judgments: But will ſeek to ſoften and win 


upon them, and not exaſperate them. 

6. ST. Paul adds, That Charity feeketh not 40 
own, 2 Curd rd karg: It is not ſelfiſn. It does 
not fee k Self- Advancement, to the Neglect or In- 
Jury, or Diminution of others. Such Perſons there: 
fore as ſpeak the Truth in Love, will not be of a 
ſtingy, narrow, mercenary Spirit, but will be ready 
to do Good for Evil; and ſtick at nothing, tho 
it be to their own Detriment, that might be to 
the real Benefit of thoſe whom they have to do 
with, They wont ſeek their own Praiſe, Profit, or 
Pleaſure; to the Hurt of others, any more than 


which is the Meaſure by which they ſtatedly pro- 
ceed. 

7. Cnanity, lays the Apoſtle, is not eafily 
provoked ; 8 rage; is not apt to be inflam'ds 
or drawn into unkind Thoughts, Words, or Actions. 


They therefore thar ſpeak. the Truth in Love, will 


be of a Forgiving Spirit. They wont eaſily be 
inrag d. They may at ſome certain Times and 1 in 
5 Caſes be diſturb'd ; bur they'l take care not 


ro be furiouſly. cranſported beyond all Bounds. They 
moderate their Reſentments, keep their Anger un- 
der Government, and not ſuſſer it to riſe to ſuch 


of themſelves, or be hurry'd into any Thing that is 
NON: They wont be exaſperated or imbitter d. 
Even 


| Taurk and Love. 


Even when they are angry, they'l be careful nor to Ephel. iy: 
fin ; endeavouring to keep their Tempers even to- 26: | 


-wards their ſierceſt and moſt vehement Oppoſers. 


8. ST. Paul adds, That Charity thinketh no Evil; x Cor. 


out Ground, and without Conſtraint. They there. 
fore that ſpeak. the Truth in Love, will be —_— to 
Paſs the beſt Conſtruction on what Men ſay, and 
favoutably to interpret what they do. They will 
leſſen rather than aggravate any thing that is ill, 
and carefully watch againſt Jealouſies and Suſpi- 
cions, which are many times as tormenting to thoſe 
chat entertain chem, as they are injurious to thoſe a- 
gainſt whom they are pointed: No one Thing is more 
oppoſite to true Chriſtian Charity, than a detract- 
ing cenſorious Humour, which runs into groundle(s 
Surmiſes, and ill- favour'd Conſtructions, che en- 
Louraging which opens a Door to all manner of 
Confuſion. They that act as Love dixects, take 
Things by the beſt Handle, and not will allow them- 
ſelves to ſuſpect Men to be worſe in any reſpect, 
than their Words and Actions plainly declare them. 
They wont miſconſtrue either their Words or Inten- 
tions, nor interprer doubtful Things to the worſt 
Senſe, but the beſt; nor furmize an Evil of others, 
chat they do not Know, nor take up an evil, Re- 
port of them lightly, nor contribute to the ſpread.- 
ing of it, when ir is rats'd by others, without there 
be juſt Grounds. © They wont impute Evil, or pur 
it to any Man's Account, beyond abſohure Neceſ- 


2 Yura. 73 xandy : It thinketh ill of none, with- xiii. 5. 


firy. Thy will be ready to make Allowances, ana 


not harſhly interpret what is ſaid: by others, as if 
they were bent upon making the worſt of ir chat 
s poſſible: Bur in this; as well as other Rogues, 
uin . would be done by. 


9. Carre * 
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withſtanding that this may poſſibly give them ſome 
Advantage in their dealing with them. But any 
right Steps, any Approaches towards Truth that 


and making the moſt of their Miſcarriages, will 


Torf und Loves. 


9. CRHARI Tv, ſays the Apoſtle, n not in 


Iniquity, but rejoyceth in the Truth. They chat ſpeak. 


ehe Truth in Love, will be fadden'd: inſtead: of be- 


ing pleas 'd; when even they, that are their great 


eſt Oppoſites. do what 1s really amiſs and unjuſti- 
fiable, or run into any Sort of Extravagance, not- 


can be diſcover'd, are moſt highly grateful to them; 
and rhey'] ſhew that they are ſo; by making the 
moſt of them that is poſſible. Such Perſons in 
ſtead of watching for their Neighbours halting, 


be troubled at any Diſgrace they fall under: 
And will be apt to take Pleaſure in every Thing 


they ſay or do, that is well, and as it ſhould ” 


and be rejoic'd if Truth gets any, Ground, 
Prejudices againſt it are at all abated, even the' it it 


ſhould be to their own Diminution. 


10. Sr. Paul adds, That "Charity FOR" 2 


Things: dere 84: It covers all Things, 

far as is poſſible. They chat ſpeak the =o: in 
Love, will rather throw -a Veil over Mens Faults 
to keep them out of ohr, than make them worſe 
chan they really are.  They'l readily commend 


what is truly coaitwndable: in them, and give 
them the moſt favorable Characters they are ca- 


pable of doing, confiſtently - -with Truth and Ju- 
ſtice. The Wiſe Man fays, chat Hatred ftirreth up 
Strifes, but Love covereth all Sins. Wheteas: III. 


will and Hatred raiſes up Diſturbance where all 


things are quiet, and makes Men quarrel” about 


Triffes; Love will pacify the minds of ſuch as it 


finds N by rea} Offences, and compoſe Dit- 


ferences 
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ferences for which perhaps there were but roo much 
Occaſion. Love will moft certainly bear wich a 
Multitude of Infirmities; and that the rather, be- 
cauſe they that are the moſt charitable, are very 
ſenſible that in ſome Things they themſelves need 
Allowances, and ſhould be expos'd, were they to 
be rigorouſly dealt wirhal, on the account of ſudden 
Sallies, and hafty Speeches, and Indiſcrerions, 
which after the utmoſt Caurion, they may be 
guilry of &et they are aware, | 

11. CRARIT , ſays the Apoſtle, believerh all | Cor. 
Things, bopeth all Things. They that ſpeak the iii. 7. 
Truth in Love, will believe well of all Men, till 
they are forc'd to the contrary by credible evidence - 
and they l hope well roo, as far as they can diſcover 
the leaft ground for it. They't believe well of others 
if they have but the leaſt probable ground to go upon 
and hope for more from them than they have any 
poſitive realon to believe. They wont intrench upon 
Gop's Province, and pretend ro judge Mens Hearts, 
or pry into their Secret conceal'd intentions, but will 
believe well, as long as there is the leaſt room 
for it, and their Hopes will go yer farther han 
their Belief, becauſe they will be as unwilling to 
give others up for irrecoverable, as they would have 
their Neighbours be to paſs ſuch a Judgment upon 
them, if they were in like Circumſtances. Ler ochers 


be never ſo bad, they wont abſolutely deſpair of their) 
amendment, nor give over uſing proper means in 
order to it. They are eaſy te be intreated. We may 


remember that St, Paal was very far from being j. © 


ſenſible of the ſtrange and peculiar hardneſs and ſtu- 
pidiry of che Jews with whom he had to do, yer 
he did nor give over dealing with them, as if their 
Caſe was abſoluely hopeleſs ; "but he declar'd he' 

ho EE would 


Rom, xi. 
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wauld ſtill do his utmoſt, to provoke to Emulation 


them that were his Fleſh, that he might ſave ſome of 
them, We ſnould endeavour to be like him in our 


Carriage towards 'thoſe whom we find ourſelves in 
Duty bound ro oppoſe, as we are ſtanding up for 


Gop's Truth; eſpecially where their Spirits having 


been ſfowr'd by ll uſage, their Corruption may * 


been drawn forth to a Degree E What 
common and uſual. 


12 and Laſtly, St. Paul farther adds, That Chari- 
ty endureth all things. It wont be eafily tir'd out. 
It will be unwearied in its Endeavours, and will 
ſurmount all Difficulties and Oppoſition. It will 
not ſeek delays, or take pleaſure in Excuſes, but 


will find Ways to vent ir ſelf, tho' there may 


be many Things to diſcourage | and obſtruct 


it. They that Speak the Truth in Love, will endure 


a great many ill Things from thoſe rhar' ſet them- 
ſelves againſt them, in hope of better Things here- 
after; and will put up Wrongs, without any incli- 
nation to revenge them. They'l much rather give 
place unto Wrath. They'l think often of their Great 
Maſter, who without flinching or wearineſs endur'd 
the contradiction of Sinners againſt himſelf, till 


He had quite gone thro the great Work he had 
undertaken : And in like manner they alſo will hold 


on bearing and forbearing, even to the End of their 


Courſe, without any more deſiring to be excus'd 


from this, than from any other part of their yet | 
bed Work aud Service. | 


Haix thus his ſet before you this nds Noble 


and Scriptural, and Apoſtolical Deſeription of Charity, 


in its ſeveral Parts and Branches, I think T have good 
reaſon to move and inſiſt upon it, chat it may be 
ſer iouſly conliger@ of, and that it may abide in your 
I Thoughts, 


N 


* 


— 
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Thoughts, and be copied out in your e and 
Practice. I beſeech you Brethren, dont look upon 


the Grace deſcribd as a Thing indifferent, or barely 


ornamental, but as highly neceſſary. Don't plead 
for, don't offer to extenuate or excuſe any Defects 
here, any more than you would as to any other 
Grace, which our Sacred Records recommend with 
the greateſt earneſtneſs. I readily grant it is. difff- 
cult to get, and keep, and maintain, ſuch a Spi- 
rit as chat deſcrib d; but that is rather a ſign of its 
peculiar Rech lence, than any thing of a Proof char 
it would not highly become us, and be neceſſary 
for us, earneſtly to ſtrive for it, and labour after it, 
and hearrily to lament our defectiveneſs in it. 1 
gan freely appeal to all of you that hear me, whe- 
ther the Spirit deſcrib'd be not exceeding amiable, 
and whether it is not juſt Ma tter of Grief and Sor- 


row that it ſhould be ſo uncommon, and whether it 


would not be happy for the World in general, and the 
Church of Gop in particular, if it did but prevail; 


and whether our Animoſitys and Contentions would | 


not be very much abared, and Things would nor ap- 
pear with a quite different Face from what they do 
ar this Day, could but perſons be content, and were 
they but 3 and inclin'd, * to ſpeak the 


Werner geo 


III. To come therefore to Wed Motives that ſhould 
induce us to maintain this Love, as we are pur- 
 fuing Truth; waving many others, I ſhall only 

roach upon "theſe two,” which I rake to be of 

great Weight : vix. that this will be much ſor 
our own. Advantage, and at the ſame Time it will 


; be che very beſt Way we can take to "oor Service 


kd the Tru which we ſtand up for. 
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1, Ou thus ſpeaking the Truth in Love, wilt 

be very much for our own Advanrage, The Apo- 
Coliii.14. ſtle tells us, That Charity is the Bond of Perfett- 
neſe, and therefore preſſes us above all Things to 

put it on: By which he plainly intimates to us, 

that as a generous and extenſive Love is a grand 

Leſſon which Chriſtianity reaches, and a Grace 

which it particularly inforces, ſo is it one cf the 

moſt excellent of Chriſtian Graces : all others with- 

out it being unprofirable, and but vain and falſe 
Paintings, that have nothing in them that is firm and 

ſolid, or that will turn to any Account in the final 

Rom. xiii. Tue. And therefore. we are told, Thar Love is 
19. 'the fulfilling of the Law: And it is ſo moſt. cer- 
* rainly, as to the Second Table of ir, which re- 

lates to our Neighbours. St. Peter alſo i in his Lift 

of Chriſtian Vertues and Graces, which be enu- 

merates particularly, declaring the Neceſſity of ad- 

ding one of them to anather, fixes Charity. at the 

Top, and mentions it laſt of all; thereby. 1 intima- 

= Pet. 1. 7 ting to us, That if Charity was but carefully 
added to all the other Graces, mention'd, it would 

Ver. 8. make that we ſhould be neither barren nor unfruit- 
ful in the Knowledge of our Lord Feſus Cbriſt ;, and 

Ver. to. help ſo to preſerve us, as that we ſhould never 
Fall. Without this indeed our  Chriſtiagity | 2 

x Cor. meer Pretence ; and Faith irſelf is nothing: But if 
ill: 2. this be carefully minded, and conſcientiouſly pra- 
ctis d, our Religion anſwers its End, and it will 
appear with a Luſtre. We mall recommend it ro 
others, inſtead. of prejudicing chem againſt ir. This 
. Way alſo fhall we have a good Evidence of our 
(Own. Sincerity. For this will ſhew that we are 
hre minded with CR RIS, and ated, by his 
Phil. ii. 5. \ Spirit Let this Mind, ſays the. Apoſtle, be in 


2 I | 20 | you 
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= which was alſo in Chriſt :Feſus: And he was 
therein; a particular Reference to Love, Humiliey, 
and Lowlineſs of Mind, as any Man will eafily 
diſcern that confults the Context. Our. Bleſſed . 
Lord Jz$svs ever ſpake and publiſn d the Trutb, - 
and 'was his conſtant Buſineſs. ſo to do: But he 
always did it in Love. Our doing che ſame, will 
be a plain Proof and Evidence that the ſame 
Spirit is in us, as was in him. For Love is 4 
Fruit of the Spirit of CRISF TH] and of his pro. 
ducing and cheriſhing. Tis a good Token and 
Evidence of being his Diſciples indeed, and 
intitled to thoſe Bleſſings which belong to thoſe 
that are ſo. This therefore cannot bur be a great 
and unſpeakable Comfort upon Reflection. Be- 
ſides, this will alſo. be a good Means of our own 
Growth, and Stability, and advance towards Matu- 
rity. Twill keep us from Wavering, and being 
Inconſtant, like Children that are toſꝰd to and 
fro, and know not what to ſtick to. Knowledge 
puffed up, but Charity edifieth, It not only con- 
ſults and promotes the Edification of others, but 
it edifies choſe in whom it prevails and thrives. 
The Prevalence! of true Chriſtian Love in our 
Hearts, will do us more real good, than the great” 
eſt Knowledge, or any other Arrainment can do 
without it. And this methinks ought ve much 
10 recommend it to. us. And chen withall, 

2. Our ſpeaking” the Truth in Love, will al- 
Obe very beſt way we can take to do Ser- 
vice to the Truth which we ſtand up for, and 
- would willingly ſupport and defend. All Men of 
Senſe muſt needs agree, that a cool Spirit is in 
za much fairer way to make Proſelytes than a 
zierce - one. Tho? it be Truth that a Man appears 
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for, if yet he does ir in a wrarfiful Way, and 

runs into angry Reflections and fierce Debares, | 

he will much ſooner prejudice than perſwade Per. 

ſons of different Sentiments. The Wrath of Man 

Jam. i. 20. workgth not the Righteouſneſs of God. It never did, 
nor it never will. And this I think may very 

well be laid down as a Principle, by all that deal 
with Gainſayers upon a Religious Argument. "Tis 
nor fierce Oppoſition and Contention, but ſoft 
Words, and mild and ſober Meaning, chat 
makes Way for Truth in the Mind, and bears 
in Light, and lays a Foundation for Conviction. 
When the Word came to the Prophet Elijah, tis 
1 Kings obſery'd, That the Lord was not in the Mind, nor 
xi. 11, 12 in the Earthquake, nor in the Fire, but in the ſtill 
Voice. Thoſe were but boiſterous: Harbingers of a 

meek and ftill Word. Gop gives the cleareſt 

and moſt advantagious Notices of himſelf in 
Sweetneſs; and therefore we ſhould not wonder 

that that is the beſt Way for us to convey: Truth 

to our Fellow-Creatures, and make fuitable Im- 

preſſions upon em. If you deal boiſterouſly with- 

them, they'll be apt to ſuſpect that you rather de- 

ſign to expoſe and inſult them, or domineer over 

them, than convince them of real Truth. If we 
conſider human Nature, or conſult our on make, 
or look to rhe Experience of Ages paſt, we ſhall 
eaſily be ' convinc'd of this. Were we to ſtudy 
ever ſo long, how to ſpread and promote Truth, 

and make Converts to it, we could pitch upon no 
Method ſo effectual as che ' ſpeaking it in Love: 
And therefore we ſhall diſſerve Truth, as well as 

eroſs our own rea] Intereſt, if we do not com. 

ply with the Admonition in the Text: Which are 

Conſiderations ſo important, as to make any far- 
tber Motives needleſ. BUY 
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„Bor tho' (my Friends 1 would gladly have 
che whole Scheme of Goſpel-Truth held and 


maintain d, and ſpoken and defended in Love, 
and am particularly deſirous it ſhould be ſo as to the 
Doctrine of the Tainity whith runs through it 
(on which I have ſo largely inſiſted;) and tho I 
can ſafely ſay. that I would not ſtick at any Thing 
that in me lay, that I could diſcern would con- 


tribute towards it, yet would I not be underſtood; 


nor was it in the leaſt, my Intention or Deſign, 
to charge, or bring in Inditements agninſt, any of 
my Brethren. We have what is abundantly (uf- 


ficient, -we have enow in all Conſcience to expoſe 
and weaken us; we -need not weaken - and be- 


ſpatter one another; I leave it to every Mans 
own Thoughts to char ge him, as far as he has of- 
fer d any Violence to that Love which he oughr 
to have diſcover'd in all his Searches after Truth, 
Debates about it, or Methods taken to ſupport it. 


I have only endeavour'd to take Pattera from St. 


Paul, who finding the Chriſtians of Corinth, for 
whom he had a moſt ten der Concern, very difte- 
rently diſposd from what they ſhould have been, 
through Diviſions: and Jealouſies, ſets freely before 
them the true and genuine Offices, Properties, and 
Fruits of Charity, and leaves it to them from 
rhence to recollect their own Miſcarriages. It has 


been my Aim to do the very ſame by myſelf and 


you, in order to cloſe and ſerious Thoughts about 
rhe Matter propos d, which is really of no ſmall. 
Concern and Conſequence. And I muſt confeſs I am 
afraid if we make any Thing of a ſtriſt Review 
and deal impartially; and if we lay our Hands 
pon our Hearts, and are ingenuous, we ſhall all 
of us ſee Cauſe ro on we are guilty of neglect: 


— — ing 


* 
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J for Truth, which is often urg d upon us as 


Tau "TH aud Lov E. 


ing that Love and Chariry of which we ought to 
have been mindful, in all our Diſcourſes and Des. 


bates, and the Whole of our Conduct and Ma- 


nagemenm 20 

Ar rzER What has been advatic'd, my e 
muſt give me leave to ſay, that we ought not to 
reckon it enough that we have Truth on our Side, 
unleſs we biave ſpoken it and adher'd to it, and 
endeavour'd to ſupport and defend it in Love. It 
will be but a poor Relief, in ſuch a Cafe as this, 


we too; and we may be aſſur' d their Fault will 
not excuſe or leſſen ours. ag my own Pait I-ſhiall: 
nor ſtick to declare, that if in any of rhoſe Diſ- 
courſes! in which I have, with ſome Pains, been 
ſearching for Truth upon the Head of the Tziny: 
TY, 1 have broken in upon che Love that was 
owing to any that I have pointed to, I am far 
from juſtifying myſelf; I am truly ſorry for it; 
and ſhall endeavour to correct it: And I cannot 
but hope chat others will do ſo too, as to whar 
they upon Reflection may diſcern to have been 
amiſs: And then tho after our utmoſt Pains and 
Care, we might not perhaps be all of one Mind, 
even in ſome Things that are of Moment, we yer 
might differ amicably, which I ſhould think would, 


be no {mall Happineſs, and proye a conſiderable 


Comfort to all the n Lu by ſerious Malte 

among Us. A 
Ir now only Wim. FAT We. Gander A” 
IV. How chat Love which I have been recom. 

mending and preſſing, may be reconcibd wich chat 


ur Duty. For che Premiſes being conſider d, I 
Tins | | doubt 


to go to throw the blame off from ourſelves up- 
on others? For they may 2 been guilty and 


oe 


*. 


doubt not but ſome will be ready to fay,” what 
would you have us do? Muſt we out of 2 regard 
to Charity embrace thoſe in dur Boſoms, who fub- 
vert the main Foundarions of our Holy Religion? 


Muſt we give them an Opportunity of undermining 
and overthrowing che Capital "Articles of "our Faith, 


that we may ſhew dur Love? Are we not earneſtly Jude i. 3 


to contend for the Faith"Mnce deliver d unto the Sainte, 
and is not chat preſs d as a Duty of mighty Conſe- 


quence? Why then' ſhould you rake Pains'ro Tacken 
our Zeal? _ 


T anſwer, I am far from aiming at diſcouraging 
Chriklan Zeal, cho I think it highly concerns us to 
get our Teal rightly remper'd; that it may not do 
more Hurt chan Good.” All that I move for is, that 
St. Paus Admonition in rhe Text, of Speaking the 
Truth in Love, may nbt be forgotten in the Heat of 


comply'd with, without giving ſuch as heſitate about 
che Truth, or oppoſe it, che leaſt Advantage againſt 
it ; and without breaking in upon that Zeal with 
which J readily grant we ought to contend for it. 


| And here I have a few Things to offer, chat de: 


ſerve to be well conſider d, and were worthy to 
have been enlarg d on. 

1. Tuzxz's a great deal of Difference between 
belag againſt the Truth, and demurring upon ſome 
Fhraſes and Expreſſions that have been commonly 
usd by the Aſſerters of that Truth: And it is but a 


blind Zeal thar will not or cannot allow of a Diſtin- 


Rion_ berween theſe two. For my own Part, I have 


not the leaſt ſcruple as ro any of the Words or Ex- 


preſſions chat have been generally made uſe of in the 


Chriſtian Church, and particularly among the Re- 


formed, NP W the ee 1 never 
KX | N 
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Teal. And This Charge of his, may I "conceive be 
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Rom X. 2 * 
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yet 'could ee. any juſt Reaſon to diſlike the. Princi+ 
ple, in which I was train d up from my Childhood, 
That chere are Three Perſons in the Godhegd, the ſapit 


in Subſtance, equal in Power and Glory. And yet 3 


] -mieet with ſome char axe not ſo free for the uſe of. 


95 Word Perſon, when / apply d to Father, Son, and 


Holy Spirit 3 and chat declare they are at a loſs for. 
the meaning of the Word Subſtaxce\ when it is p- 
ply d to the Deity, cho yet they own themſelves de. 
voted to Father, Son, and Spirit; and. acknowledge 
that it is by the Spirit enabling, and through: che 
Som encoutàging, that they apply -t0, 7 and depend 
upon the Father as finally: and fully effecting all 
Good *, I. cannot ſee any Reaſon, why our Zeal 
ſhould carry us ſo fat, as ta reject them, or ex- 
clude them our Love. Should any condemn ſuch, 
and caſt chem off, as far as I. can judge, their ea 
would not be according to Knowledge. For is not che 


main Subſtance of a Truth, of a grear deal morg 


Significance and Imporrance, than. any particular. 
Words, Phraſes or Expreſſions. that Men have de- 
visd; with ever ſo honeſt an Intention wo do it 
Service? Perhaps it may be faid, and L know ir has 


been ſaid/7ofren, that it is tiqt only a Piece of need» 
leſs Scrupuloſity, to be {hy of ſuch Words and. Ex- 


preffiens as che moſt faichful and eminent Servants 
of GD have ordinarily: made! we: of in: ſuch a 
Caſe, but iv ſeens td look as if they that were a 
an fuch Words anl Expreſſions, were really a- 
gainſt the Truth itſelf, in whoſe Service ey. bavt 
Jong SONG” 1 Ln that rr rg n 


iQ: 3 D Sig i Ta 2 
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Diſcourſe, of God; en of "the uber, Son, 4 and-Spinic ; 
and of our Concern with thay + Lately publiſh'd. 


: A 1 pr. Oldgeld- 4 brich "Profiject, PT may 
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TRurHr and Love. 
us much: And that therefore we ffruſt guard our 
Out- works, if we'd ſecure our Fort. But if theſe 
are Out. works, they are ef Man's erocking: And 
mall we then for theit Sake, and upon their Ac- 
count, reject choſe who frankly aſſure us, they ad- 
mit whatever Cop has rear d up in Seriptite, whom 
in Charity we are bound to believe, rill we can 


prove che contrary, from ſotme what that is plamly 


inconſiſte with fuch a Profeſfion? Would not this, 
lüterpretatively, be a preferring & Mans Provifion to 
ſecure rhe Truth, to G © D's as if we were _ 
thin he? And if it is liable to be fo interpreted 

would not rhis be ſucht à Sort of Zeal” as wonld 
make work for Repentance, Inſtead of doiug Trunk 


any real 'Sery1 ice, and procu ring ria any 
Credit * 9 6 


4. IT deſerves als 0 be eonſider d, PR 8. Paul 


3 


729 


himſelf has plainly told us that chere are Fooliſh Que- 2 Tia. a 


What ever patticular Queſtions the Apoſtle might ih 


that Paſſage have in his Eye, tis to me very plain, 


chat there are ſeveral ſuch Queſtions, particularly up- 


on the Head of che Trinity: As about the manger of 


the Generation of the Son, and tlie Proceſſion of the 
Holy Choſt, and the way of cheir being in one ano- 
cher ftiutually; *antl the manner of their Diſtinction 
from each other. Queſtions of this nature I rake to 


be bork fooliſh and unlearned: For they are about 


things thar are beyond our Capacity, and which we 
can have no Notion of, becauſe God bas not reveg. 


led them; and the Notions vented concerning them 
are at beſt bur un profitable Curioſitys; they have no- 
thing of Unction in them: And at the ſame time they 
tend to Strife and Debates, and produce Parties and 
Diſtances, which breed Confuſion, And yet theſe 


2 


are 


ion. that gender Strifes, * that are to be avoided. ii. 23. 


37 


Gal. iv. 
18 * 
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Eraſm. 
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are things, about which ſome have been, and yet 
may be, wonderful zealous. Bur. ſhould any be for 
turning their Notions about ſuch things as theſe, imo 
Articles of Faich, and make them Teſts of Ortho- 
doxy, I ſhan't ſtick to ſay it would be a Prepoſterous 
and unſcriptural Zeal, and be far from any way pro- 
moting Practical Godlineſs. The way the Scripture 
has mark d out for us in things of this kind, is to 
leave Perſons free, and at their Liberty, without pre» 
tending to limit or preſcribe to them. Theſe are 
things, in which the Truth as God has revealed it, as 
far as I can perceive, has no Concern : Andtherefore 
for. Zeal hereto juſtle out Love, would be to diſre- 


gard what God has expreſſy commanded, out of a 


renderneſs for ſomewhat chat he has maniſeſtly diſ- 


courag d, and order d to be avoided. The ſame 
Apoſtle has indeed-old us, that it 1: od to be always 
. Xealouſh, affefied i in a good thing; i. e. in things that 
are good in themſelves, and that tend to make either 
our as or others. better. But as for ſuch chings as 
thoſe mention d, they are far from having any intrin- 
Hick Goodneſs, in them; and nothing can be produc d 
in proof: chat they have che leaſt Tendency to do good 
to choſe chat are ever fo warmly concern d about 
them: Nay. they rather tend to divert People from 


ſuch things as would improve chem, | boch 28 co their 
_ Tempers and their Lives. 


I cannor here forbear recolleQing A. Paſſage of a 
Learned Man, about the time of the Reformation, 


which I take to have a greatdeal of Truth in it, and to 


be much to the purpoſe. We (ſays he) are contend- 
4 ing without end, What i it is that diſtinguiſhes the 


in 1 Tim. 2 Father from the Son, and both from the Holy Spirit; 


i. 6, 


> 
ce 


* whether it be a Thing, or a Relation; and how 
* can be that they can | be aid to be "Three, of 
which 


1 


0 


Tarn and Lovy. 


a * which one is not rhe, ohen. when they are but 
one in Eſſence? How much more (ſays he,) to 
4 the Purpoſe would it be for us to take all po- 
ble Care piouſly and holily ro worſhip and adore 
* this Täaixixx, . whoſe MaJjzstY we ate unable 
to pry. into, and to expreſs the ineffable Con- 
« cord of that, by our Concord among ourſelves, 
that ſo we may ia Lime. come to by in Partner- 
« « ſhip. with them. 

To be haſty in 8 fach 25 ; cannor ſpeak 
of che Myſtery of the Sacred Three in all Reſpects 
as we may chink we may do very ſafely and allow- 
ably,eſpecially when we take in S ions as to the 
way and manner, where Gop has reveal'd Things 
to us only in che general, tho! it may be called an 
Act of Zeal, yet is it no Part oſ che being zealous 
of good Works, che bringing us to which is repreſen- - 14 
ted as a main Deſign of our Redemption. It is 


rather a being wiſe and zealous, above that which is 5 


written. Bur tis fir we ſhould alſo. conſider, 


3. Tazxr where any do fall into Error, chere is a 
Difference to be made between the erring Perſons 
and their Errors. Tho' Errors are far from being 
all alike, yer Ecrors in Matters of Moment may b# 
freely declar'd againſt ; while. vet the excing Perſons 
may, in many _ Caſes be tenderly dealt with, with- 
out any Di minution of that Zeal for the Faith 
which the Word of Gov hath made our Dury. 


Among erring Perſons, there may be ſeveral heart 


Lovers of Truth, who yet 25 not ſo happy gs © to 
find ir, who would deteſt their own Errors, if "7 
did not take them for Truths. To run down all 
ſuch without diſtinction, and condemn them i in che 


Lump, may be called Zeal, but tis no Zeal ef Gop's 
Fequiring, far the ſupporting : any Truth of bis reveal 


ing- 


= 


Tie. id 


4 Tith. 
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in, His way char lie datfr m ten otm itt His word is 

7 this, (as has before been hinted) i dee xf t to 
2 ſucb as oppoſt enn elbe, Yo y eradvinture will 
vive themRepentatice, ro the Lee ging not the truth, 
har they may Vecover themſelves out of the Snare of the 
Devil. A Miniſter of the Goſpel may do his Duty: to- 
wards fupporting the Tritt, by Declaring in the 
Courſe and Exerciſe of his Miniſtry, againſt ſuch Er- 
rors as are ſpread and propagated; but in the mean 
Time de bughi ro be mild and gentle in his carriage to- 
wards chert thor hold them, 184 fot manage himſelf as 
to fhew that he Loves their Perſons, while he hates their 
Preis; ay chat his Deſſen is TH amend but not pro- 
voke then.” Without this, tis Endeavours i in favour 


of the Truth wilt be bur 145r! in Vain © His Zeal 


Luke. 
iii. 29 


2 Tim. 
i. 3. 


„ Wilt anſwer vo End, becadſe of its being manifeſt 
: thartr richet Aims ät Revenge than Correction. But 


fafther, 3. 12301 10 To's NA 11d. £11 
A. TAU N are e true; th 5 Eontend earneſtly kor 


the Truth, yet ought Wwe to be fatisfy'd with Hat way 
of doing ir mat Go'b 5 reſcrib'd, if we deſire or 


hope 0 nfm ortſelves to "We are to con. 
id by Reaſon and At gumment, End not by Force and 

Fo iofegce at any time; Ln rejedting and caſting 
BY 

off, ol the Caſe is ey NE y tem 


Cid 


ubt about che "Tra, fs not to be re 


ared ike 


bets arden GE in Erroup : Nef a are any to be wholly 


calt off, rill they! have given g good Proof chey are ir- 
deckt ble Certalnly 5 maß learn ſomething ſrom 
1 8 being againſt gathering up the Tares, leſt 
ould” root 1 ip alſo the Wheas with them. Why 
5 Id we, Ar to reject an any of thoſe, whom for any 
thing” we Know Gov may accept? He has join d 
Sa and Loe together in my Text, and Faith and 


Love ogether in Chriſt * elewherg; And nothing 


2 3 4 


edileſs, One chat is : 


1 


TAU end Lon 3s 


requir'd gf ps. upon the Head, of: Zeal, ould put: us 
upon ſeparating chem of diſturbing this Harmony, 

Which is ſo deſireable in  nſelf, and ſo ornamental to 

Chriſtianity, 3 #311151 515 a 2 


- we * 5 1 1 


THE ſexeret, Paſſage 1 cap u remember, is what, = 2 John. 
we meet with in St. Johm, in theſe Words: If therm X 11) 
came any ene unto Jau, and bring . not | this. Doge, 
chat is che Doctrine of CAN sr, mention d in the 
Verſe befqre, receive him nat into, your Honſe,, nejth 
bid him Cod ſp et ced. For he that. bjddeth lum Gad; ſp 
Is Partaker of his Evil Deeds. From which ſtri 
ſtolical Chacge we may.juſthy gather,. that hererofpre 
upon Apoſtarizipg from Chnſhanuy tg. Judaiſm, f 

s were 10-cpaſe., And by: a. Pariry of, Reaſon 

we may alſo conclude, a; ſhould any in, aps, Time 

| arrive at that height of, ay, as ⁊o POUT Gantemprt 

on Canxrsy and his Dodrine,.we ought ro be cau- 

tious of keeping up.;famuliariy with them, and. do 

nothing hat may be fairly interpreted. a: juſtifying 

them in, Donſenting to, or Approving of, their 

Evil Principles or Actions, leaſt we ſhould bejpvgly'd 

in their Guilr by participation. Bur I canngt perceive 

chat ir from hence follows, but chat we may, very War- 

rantably exerciſe Humanity ro the very wort. f ſuck 

when they are in Diſtreſs; 3 HN L. cannot ſeg hur i; Ri 

mult he gur Dury to bave -Qpmpaſſion: en thee, 

| Ad Ri and Pray for them, tho! they. arg ever; Io bir: 
deer Enemies of the Truh. Let chem ever; la, Poh- 

zively or vehement deny any of dhe denials. gf 

Chriſtianiy, tho! we ought. to-rake ce do nothing 

to Favour, or 'encpurage chem in their ill deſigns, Vet 

as far as I am able to judge, we m ay fufficiently ſhew 
dur Zeal by Wiſcournenancing them; without Nick. 
ing them on the Head, committing them to the flames, 

or denying them Offices of Humanity: Nay I muſt 
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SERUTH 1LLOVE, 


e of Opinkon) ib ths Love beg 
Join wich Truth obliges V5, to do them” wy real 


Good we can. 


SezDvceRs were not in the times of thi Apoſtles? 
to be receiv'd as the Diſciples of Cxxisr were to 
de receivd; nor were they to be wiſh'd' Succeſs in 
heir wtHertakings ; but in other reſpedts they were 


MY to be well us d, and fhare i in various Inſtances of 
Love, conſiſtently with all that regard for Truth that 
was due, from thoſe that were moſt Hearty in is 
Intereſts. | 


Bor I cannot ed in without obſerving, how 
Common it has been in che Chriſtian World, for Per- 
fons bur of a Prepoſterous Zeal, or x delle of Domi- 
Alon, or eben a vain fear of giving way to innovations 
in Religion, to inveigh againſt others with bitter Ha- 


tred, and difown them as Brethren, upon flight occa- 


4 eee. , 1 | 
ry 4 K * 6 , 4 * N 
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fions. ' Ever fince rhe Weſtern fell our with the Eaft. 
Church about the day of keeping Eaſter, to chat 
as to Anathematize chem, has this unchari. 
table Temper ſtrangely prevail, tho!” i has been 
really unaccountable. 
Wur u a Gangrene ſeizes any part of our Bodies: 
Vs agreed: that neceſſiry requires it ſhould be cut off 
withour Pity, leaſt the Malady ſhould ſpread farther, 
-and prove Mortal. But ſuppoſe there ſhould be any 
Urtle ſwelling or Protubera nce in the outer Skin, or 
a fore that is not deep, and hinders not the Spirits 
from flowing down to the Part affected, for any one 
Preſenitly t tobe for diſmembring, would be rather to 
ac che part of an Executioner chan a Skiiful Surgeon. 


: The Gao Logue us altin the wy of Truth, _ 
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